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Examine Dou ſelves whether ye be in the 


Faith, 


wWitgrnF the Holy Ghoſt had not known ind 
XK 1 foreſeen how ſome would have made 
R 


NM of of Satan, and the Weakneſs of their 
own Hearts, in the Matter of Faith, there would 


have been no Need of this Exhortation : And if 1 


was not convinced that many, even now, | 


they believe, who are far from i it, I would not have 
choſen this Subject; but as this is the Caſe, now 
in Chriflendom, that mary err concerning Faith, and 
deceive themſelves, crying Peace, when there is no 
Peace, I ſhall ſpeak briefly of the true ſcriptural 
Doctrine of Faith, and of the Benefits which we 


receive thereby; and then pray you, in the Apo- 
ſtle's Manner, to ſearch yourſelves, and examine your 
Hearts, if ye have Faith; or, be of that Number, 
who concerning Faith are Reprobate. 


Now ye know how'trifling a Matter almoſt all 


Men make of Faith ; and hence it is that ſo many 


fooliſhly aſk, Mh, have not we all Faith in Chrift ? 
Have not we been baſtized, learned the Catechiſm 


and the Creed, and don't we all confe eſs the Bible to | 


be the Word of God? Would you have us think our- 
ſelves Heathens and - Infidels ? I thank God, (ſays 
one) I have believed from my Cradle; —_ 
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Miſtakes, through the ſubtle Working 
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has been a Believer ever ſince he could underſtand, 
c. c. All this proves they know little about the 
Matter, but would make me queſtion if they knew 
at all what that precious Thing means. I don't 
think it would be proper to ſay directly to all Sorts 
of People, You don't. believe, you have not Faith 
becauſe our Saviour's Method is beſt; Believe 
thou on the Son of God? And yet this Way of Deal- 
ing with ſome would make them angry; and would 
appear juſt as impertinent to many who name Jes 
ſus Chriſt's Name, as if one ſhould aſk, Have you 
got Eyes? Do you ſee? But however this may ſeem, 
it is a neceſſary Queſtion; and I wiſh all who hear 
me. to-day, would aſk their own Hearts and ex- 
amine themſelves,” Am I in the Faith? Do I be- 
lieve?. Happy is that Man who can ſay, with the 
pbor Man in the Goſpel, Lord, I believe, help my. 

The common Deſcription and Definition of 
Faith in Chriſt, is the Conſent and Aſſent to the 
Truth and Veracity of the Scriptures z. and if this 
was a true Account, then our Saviour need not to 
have ſcrupled if he ſhould find Faith upon Earth 
at his ſecond Coming; nor the Apoſtles to have 
given ſuch a Charge concerning keeping the Faith: 
for all who, call themfelves Chriſtians are Believers, 
and their Number is many Millions in the World. 
But bear with me, and let me tell you, as a Ser- 
vant of Jeſus Chriſt, and as your Servant for 
Chriſt's fake, ſuch a Notion is dangerous, and 
againſt. the Mind of all the Scriptures, and the 
Apoſtle of our Profeſſion in particular, who has 
ſpoken ſo honourably of Faith, and made ſure all 
his Promiſes to them that believe. Luther had 
ſaid, Faith is 4 Divine Mort, wrought in the 
Heart by the Holy Gheft; And à greater than Lu- 


ther, 


of 3 FR 
ther, faid, Faith is the Subſtance of Things hoped 
; the Evidence, or, as ſome tranſlate it, the Wit - 


"neſs, the Perſuaſion and Aſſurance, 4 Things unſeen. 
v 


Faith is a Divine Teſtimony and Evidence in our 
Hearts, whereby God aſſures us, that he who 
is, and was, and is to come, was once a Man 


for our Sakes, and has died for us on the Crofts, 


and took all our Sin and Curſe upon himſelf, and 


has loved us with everlaſting Love; has healed us 


by his Stripes, has waſhed us in his Blood, juſtified 


and ſealed us to the Day of Redemption; and this 


we believe and know, this we have learned of the 


Father, this no Man can teach his Brother, nor. 


any Woman her Neighbour, but this all muſt 
learn of God, as is written in 1/aiah, All thy Chil- 
dren ſhall be taught of the Lord, and great ſhall be 
the Peace of thy Children, Iſaiah liv. 13. This all 
Men have not, but all who aſk it have it, all who 
ſeek it ſhall find it, and none have Need to periſh 
for lack of jt, but apply to him who reveals his 
Wiſdom to the Babes, and he ſhall not apply in 


vain; but all muſt have it, or fall through Unbe- 
lief; for without Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe. 


God, and he that believeth not ſhall be damned. 
To be ſhort, As ſure as one believes that there is 
ſuch a Country as America, though one has not 
been there; or ſuch a Mountain as Teneriff,, though 
we have not ſeen it; or ſuch a Thing as Sea, 
though we have not been near it; fo verily can a 
Man believe the Promiſes of God, concerning Je- 


ſus Chriſt, and his Righteouſneſs, which are given 


and read to us, only with this Difference, that of 


the former Things, a Man may be firmly perſua- 
ded, and venture all that he has in the World up- 


on the Truth of it, and yet get nothing by itz but 


no Man can believe the latter, without enjoying, 
, « | at 
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at the ſame Time, the very Bleſſings and Sub- 
ſtance of what he believes, becauſe Faith is the 
Subſtance of Things hoped for; and it is done ts 
us in the Moment we believe according to our 
Faith; we can thenceforward ſay, 7 believe and 
know thou art the Chriſt, the Saviour of the World: I 
believe thou haf loved me, and given thyſelf for me. Bleſ- 
fed are they that are of Faith, Gal. iii. 9. 

It is moſt certain, That a Believer ſhall be ſa- 
ved, as it is written, I thou belieug in thy Heart 
on the Lord Jeſus, thou fhalt be ſaved. Rom. x. 9. 
Qur Saviour ſays the ſame in his laſt Words, He 
that belzeveth, and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved, Mark xvi. 
16. and St. Paul and Silas ſaid to the Jailor at Phil- 
lipi, Believe on the Lord Jeſus, and thou fhalt be ſaved, 
Acts xvi. 31. But who can think all who profeſs 
Chriſtianity will be ſaved? or hope, all who are 
called by his Name ſhall eſcape Judgment, let 
them live wicked as they will, When our Saviour 
has ſo plainly ſaid, that in the laſt Day, Many ſhall 
come to him, and jay, Lord, Lord, we have been called 
by thy Name, we have eat and drank in thy Preſence, 
&c. to whom he ſhall ſay, Depart from me, I never 

new ye, Matt. vii. 22. | (3. th $42 

No one of theſe two Propoſitions are true; 
either but few have Faith, or ſuch as have Faith 
can be loſt. The Holy Ghoſt contradicts the lat- 
ter throughout all the Bible; ſhall we oppoſe him? 
God forbid | Let God be true, and every Man a 
Liar. No wicked Man has Faith. No Drunkard, 
or unclean Perſon, no Whoremonger, or Adul- 
terer, or Swearer, or Railer, or Perſecutor, or 
Friend of this Worid, is a Believer. | He is dead 
4 God while he liues, and his carnal and dead Con- 
ſenting to the Scriptures will profit him nothing: 
He is without Faith, znd no true Chriſtian. He 
that believes, obtained his Faith from the Holy 

Spirit, 
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Spirit, and is taught of God, and he knows it, 
and has that Underſtanding, which St. John men- 
tions in the fifth Chapter of his Epiſtle, and at the 
20th Verſe, Hhereby we know him that is true, 
and are in him that is true, even in his Son Jeſus 
Chriſt, and this is eternal Life. But why need we 
many Words? Hear ye the Words of the Lord 
(a) He that believeth ſhall not periſh, but have 
eternal Life. (b) Whoſoever believeth on him is 
born of God. (c. He that believeth hath the Witneſs 
m himſelf. (d) To them gave he Power to become 

of God, even to as many as believe on his Name. 
(e) aeuer believeth ſhall receive Remiſſion of 
his Sins : But the Time would fail me.to bring 
together all the Proofs of this Doctrine, which are 
to be met with in the Holy Scriptures, for then I 
muſt bring the whole Bible; for therefore was all 
zoritten that you might believe on the Name of the 
Son of God, and have eternal Life through his Name, 
1 John v. 13. John xx. 31. By all theſe Scrip- 
tures you may eaſily try if you have Faith. Eu- 
tar then into thy Cloſet, and ſhut the Door thee : 
Hold an Aflize in thine own Breaſt, and judge thy- 
felt, that thou mayeft not be Judged of the Lord, 

nine. thyſelf if thou art in the Faith; aſk 
Heart, Have 1 eternal Life ? Am I born of God? 


Are 

what good does my dead Faith do? 
have 2 Death and Blood of Jeſus Or 
are bis Sufferings and Wounds to me, if I am nt 
healed and helped thereby? Nor let ſuch Thoughts 
Tiſe in thy Heart, as if none could now be thus 
blefled, or have the ſame Faith, which once the 
Diſciples and Martyrs had; for there is * x 


{@) 8 ili. 15. % x. John v. . (e] 1 John 
v. 10. (a) John i. 12. (e Acts x. 43 


my. Sins remitted? Am 1 a Child ? ole 
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Faith, and except thou haſt that one Faith, thotf 
can't not be ſaved ; nor reaſon ſophiſtically, as if 
it was poſſible to have true Faith, eternal Life, and 
Pardon of Sins, and thou not know it, for it is An- 
ti-ſcriptural. All his People kN oM him, from the 
leaſt to the greateſt. His Sheep know him; and, there- 
fore, ſays St. John, I have written to you, that ye may 
KNOW that you hade eternal Life ; and thus in the 
Text, St. Paul ſhews you how to find out, if yon 
have Faith or not. bat he ſays, know ye not 
that Feſus Chriſt is in ye? Be honeſt and upright, 
don't deſire to quiet your Conſciences, or cry to 
your Hearts, as, in another Senſe; Paul eried to the 
Jailor, Do thyſelf no Harm; but be jealous about 

our Eſtate, and examine whether your are in the 
Faith Awake out of your ſlumbering Condition; 
nor be content till you can ſay, I believe! I be- 
lieve Jeſus loved me, and died for me; with this 
Faith begins eternal Life and all Happineſs. It is 
this that juſtifies and brings Peace to the Heart: 
It is to this the Holy Ghoſt bears Witneſs that we 
are the Children of God; and where this Faith is 
in the Heart, there the Souls overcome the World, 
are delivered from Sin, are waſhed and ſaved from 
the Dread of Death, through which all their Life- 
time they were ſubject to Bondage; and ſet above 
the Fear of Hell and Satan, as if both were abo- 
liſhed for ever: But where this true and living 
Faith is not, there Satan and Sin reign; there the 
. >—S- in e- Terror, and has a * 
conſtant fearful Looking for Judgment and - 
dignation 1 and well it 1 Hd ſo, for Sins 
ture is ſafe without it. The moſt felf-righteous 
and ſeemingly holy, and even the ſincere Man, 

who ſeeks to make himſelf good and juſt, is, after 
all, but almoſt perſuaded to be a Chriftcan, 


ſtill is. uneaſy and reſtleſs, becauſe yet he lacks one 


Thing ; 
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Thing; One Thing is fill needſul; *tis Faith in the 
Blood of Jeſus Chriſt ! 

How ſome People can reconcile the Fears of 
Death and Eternity, with real and inward Chri- 
{tianity, or-the ſecret Doubtings, and falling into 
deſponding Thoughts about their Intereſt in Jeſus, 
with Faith, that I don't underſtand. Can one 
who believes his Name is in the Book of Life, 
be afraid to die? Or can one, who believes 
Jeſus, the Lamb of God, has taken away his 
Sins, ſhudder at the Approach of Eternity ? O 'tis 
not likely. Does the Child tremble, becauſe his 
School is done, that he may go home to his dear 
Parents, whoſe only Son he is? Or does the poor 
ſhipwreck'd Mariner ſhudder to ſee the Day-break, 
and find himſelf juſt a ſhore ? Or does the Slave 
lament to be ranſom'd and freed, or the poor Pri- 
ſoner weep and grieve to have his Priſon Door 
. and his Chains knock'd off, becauſe his 

ing has pardon'd him? Ye know, my Brethren, 
tis contrary to Nature. But juſt as the way. faring 
Man rejoices to ſee the End of his Journey, 
or the Labourer, who has toil'd hard all Day, is 
glad to reſt, fo. a Believer rejoices, when his chil- 
ling Limbs forebode his Departure, or his faultring 
Eyes preſage his haſtening End. As he believes, 
fo he. expects, to meet the Lamb, his Saviour, in 
Peace, and fo he ſhall find it, and not be diſap- 
pointed, Yea, the Believer, when he but thinks 
on the happy Moment when he ſhall depart and 
flee away, has his Heart leap for Joy, and he 
haſtens on with ExpeCtations and Longings, which 
can't be utter'd for that Fime of Grace: And 
whence comes this? Becauſe he believes; becauſe 
he has that Faith once delivered to the Saints, 
He has that holy Dependence on God his Saviour, 

B which 
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which the former Children of God had, and by 
which the Confeſſors and Witneſſes. of Chriſt, in 
all Ages, ſo gladly yielded to all Sufferings, and 
even to lay down their Lives. But the greateſt 
Heroes in Chriſtianity were weak, and like other 
Men, till by Faith they vcxed walient in their 
Fight, and obtained the Witneſs that they pleaſed 
God! Then Liſe was Chriſt, and Death was Gain. 
Examine thyſclf now, then, and ſee if thou haſt 
Faith ! Doſt thou believe in Jeſus that he is thy 
Saviour? Does thy Heart bound and dance in 
thee. to anſwer, Yes, I believe £ w believe he is 
my Lord, my Rock, and my flrong Salvation ! How 
would it be with thee, ſhould now the Sun, that 
rul'd this Day, be darkned, and the Moon and 
Stars withdraw their ſhining ? Suppoſe that now 
one ſhould ſurprize thee, by telling thee, He is 
caming on the Clouds of Heaven, with all his Angels; 
the Sea and its Waves ars roaring, and the Moun- 
tains aud Hills removing, and Heaven and Earth 
fleeing before the San of Man! How would it 
ſound, to thee? Would thy Heart be glad? 
Should'ſt thou like to feel the Earth trembling un- 
derneath, and ſee yonder blue Sky filled with My- 
ryads of bleſſed Spirits, and hear all the Angels 
| hailing down the God whoſe Veſture is dipp'd in 
Blood, with all their Harps and Frumpets ſounding 
before him, and hear louder and louder the Voice 
of the Archangel, and the Trump of God, Ariſe, 
and come to Judgment Put the Cale near to thee, 
for that Day ſhall ſurely come, and thine Eyes ſhall 
ſee the Son of the moſt High God deſcending, to 
divide between the Sheep and the Goats z and doſt 
thou believe that thou ſhould'ſt meet him with 
Joy? Can thy Soul think on it with Pleaſure? 
Can'ſt thou ſay, Ves, Lord Jeſus, I * for 

LM thee : 
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thee: O come quickly! Then happy thou and 
blefſed be the Day when thou waſt born; for fo 
ſurely as thou truſteſt in him, ſo ſurely as thou 
believeſt in Jeſus, ſo ſurely ſhall he confeſs thee in 
that Day, and thou ſhalt enter with him into the 
Bride-Chamber, and be ever with him. 

But, examine thyſelf: How cameſt thou by this 
Faith? How was it when thou believedſt ? Methinks 
I hear thee ſay, O, I was once, like others, dead 
while I lived, I loved Pleaſure, was fond of the 
World, and contented myſelf with the Form of 
Godlineſs, till the Lord called to me, as he did 
once to Adam, Where art thou ! till. he ſtop'd me, 
in the Height of my Sins {as he did Balaam, with 
his Sword in his Hand) and made my Heart hear 
him ſay, My perſecute/ſ} thou me! Then did I 
awake, and my whole Life and all my Sins became 
a Burden intolerable, and more than I could bear; 
I was afraid I ſhould never be ſav'd: A Senſe of 
my Guilt was ever before me, and my Heart 
failed within me: I attempted to make Vows and 
Reſolutions of Amendment; and, if poſſible, 
would have made myſelf righteous; but Oh! I 
ſaid, all my Righteouſneſs was filthy Rags; Sin 
reviv'd, and I died, I was ready to periſh; I felt 
my Heart like a Stone; my Hypocriſy, and Shame, 
and Sins, became abominable in my Eyes, ſo that 
I was quite miſerable, and felt how well J deſerv'd 
Hell. I knew my Infidelity; I knew I did not, I 
could not believe on the Son of God; I wanted 
Faith in him, and wiſh'd to know he loy'd me: 
But then did the Holy Ghoſt direct me to him, 
ſhew'd me my bleeding High-Prieſt, led me to the 
Living Fountain of his Blood, and made me feel 
that the leaſt Drop could waſh me whiter than 
Snow! O how did I languiſh and thirſt for his 

| B 2 Blood 
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Blood! How did I ſigh for his Wounds, and wifh 
to be ſav'd 1 believ'd he could ſave me, and 
none beſide; and now | was drawn to him; now 
came the Day much to be remember'd, the Time 
of Grace; I call'd upon the Redeemer, and my 
conſtant Thought was, Have Mercy upon me! 
Have Mercy upon me! I held him with an unſpeak- 
able Longing for Grace, and then did he ſmile, 
and I received Faith in his Name ; then did he 
whiſper, Thy Sins are forgiven, I believ'd he 
lov'd me, and ſhed his Blood for me; I believ'd, 
and felt my Sins were done away, and my Iniquity 
purg'd! All was new in a Moment; I had eternal 
Life, I was born of God, and God's Spirit bore 
in eſs with my Spirit, that I was a Child of God. 
J had the Witneſs in myſelf, and was ſure the 
Protiſes of God were true. I believed, and 
knew, that I was my Belgued's, and my Beloved 
WAS mine. FI” 

This, this is the Language of a faithful Soul ; 
this is the natural Way in which an enamoured 
Chriſtian expreſſes the Manner of his believing in 
Jeſus. He knows he was once blind, he knows 
he was once in Unbelief, till the Comforter 
came, whoſe firſt Work and Office is to convince 
of Sin, becauſe they believe not in Chriſt; and 
then, ſecondly, he convinces of Righteouſneſs, 
namely, the Righteouſneſs of the Lord our God, 
the Righteouſneſs of the ſecond Adam, which 
Righteouſneſs is made our's by Faith, and juſtifies 
all who believe in Jeſus, from all "Things, from 
which it is impoſſible to be juſtified by the Law, 
or Works, or any Thing elſe. . 

I know this Doctrine ſounds ftrange and un- 
couth to many Ears, eſpecially to ſuch as have 
never queſtion'd their Faith or Belief in our Sa- 

viour. 
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our. But, as I ſaid before, whenever Men think 
I have always believed, it is a manifeſt Argument 
they have not believ'd to this Day. Wonder not, 
then, if ſuch condemn this Doctrine, or deſpiſe it; 
nor be diſcouraged if thou art perſecuted and ſlan- 
der'd for contending for this Faith. If you ſhould 
get ſuch People to confeſs this, and no other is the 


true Faith of God's Elect, they would ſeem them- 


ſelves ſtripp'd of their Chriſtianity in a Moment, 
and could ſay, as once Laban did to Jacob, Thou 
haſt taken away my Gods, and what have I got 
more! Tis therefore ſo hard to convince ſuch that 
they believe not, that it needs the Holy Ghoſt, 
— none elſe can do it. Tis againſt the Pride of 
our Nature, to ſuffer one's - ſelf to be accounted 
an Infidel, or Unbeliever; and yet, like it or not, 

all are ſuch who have not eternal Life, Forgiveneſs 
of Sin, and the inward Witneſs in their Hearts, 
that Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour loves them. 

Whoever then here examines himſelf, and finds 
he is not in the Faith, let him with Tears and 
Shame confeſs it before our Saviour, and reſolve 
not to be ſatisfied till they have it, Cry in your 
Hearts to him who is the Author and Finiſher of 
Faith: and though ſome ſhould try to hinder you, 
by perſuading you, that you need not be con- 
cern'd, that you are certainly good Chriſtians, 
that God does not require ſuch Things at your 
Hands, c. do as Bartimeus, cry ſo much the more 


a great deal, till Jeſus ſtands ſtill, and fays to you, 


What will you that I ſhould do unto you But, 
above all, don't let Unbelief be cheriſh'd or en- 
courag'd, that is the worſt Sin of all. *Tis a 
Mercy and a Blefling, when a Soul can believe 
who Jeſus is, namely, the Lord and a Saviour. Do 
you believe this, then ſay, Lord Feſus, if thou ru 
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thou cant make me clean; thou haſt Power to 
quicken and give eternal Life to whom thou wilt ; 
thou art the Lord of Heaven and Earth, all Souls 
are in thy Hands, and nothing is too hard for thy 
Right Hand to bring to paſs ; ſay to my Heart and 
Eyes, Ephphatha, be open'd, and grant me a Con- 
fidence towards thee what thou art pleas'd to call 
Truſting and believing in thee; increaſe my Faith, 
and let me ſee the Glory of God; let thy Spirit cry 
in my Heart, Abba Father / 

There are many who will not believe that 
Faith is now the ſame as formerly, or that thereby 
we can know the Lord, or be perſuaded he loves 
us, or feel our Sins forgiven; and, for my Part, 
I don't know what ſuch People pretend to believe 
more than the Devils. Believe what they - will 
beſide, it brings no true Happineſs to the Heart, 

is no more than confeſſing, how good our Sa- 
viour was to the Primitive Chriſtians, what Won- 
ders he did in our Fathers Days, and how the 
Saints found Mercy, but now it is as if all was 
ceas'd; and the God, whoſe Name is the Un- 
changeable, is alter'd, and his Faith no more of 
Effect. How can ſuch an one get Forgiveneſs, 
when he does not believe 'tis to be gotten ? Or, 
how can he believe to Salvation, who dces not ex- 
pect to be ſav'd here, or be aſſur'd of going to 
Heaven through Faith, when he denies there is 
any ſuch Thing in the World? He can't have it ! 
E. cannot enter into the Reſt, becauſe of Unbelief. Our 
Saviour's Word and Promiſes are rejected by ſuch 
an one, and God ſhall reje&t him, becauſe he has 
not believed the only begotten Son of God. This was 
that Sin which ruined ſo many in {/rael, in the 
Time of Maſes; They were defiroyd of the De- 
firoyer ; they were ſlain with Serpents ; mu 
. * p 
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#i/id, in one Day, 23000; and wherefore ? Be- 
cauſe they err'd in their Hearts, and beliewd nat, 
fo God ſivore in his Wrath, they fhall not enter in- 
to my Reſt. This hindred our Saviour to do many 
mighty Works in Nazareth, becauſe of their Un- 
belief. And this was his Reſolution when he 


bleſs'd his Diſciples, and was taken up from them 


upon Mount Olivet, He that believeth, and is bap- 
tiʒ d, ſball be ſav'd, but he that believes not, fhall 
be damn'd, Mark xvi. 16. So, on the other Hand, 
All Things are poſſible to him that believeth. 

believe, ſays our Saviour, and thou fhalt fee the 
Glory of God: Believe on me, and thou ſhalt ſee 
greater Things than theſe. Tis hence, that our 
Saviour ſo often aſk'd ſuch as came to him, Be- 
lieveſt thou that I can ds this? And always tells 
ſuch as he had heal'd, or pardon'd, Thy Faith hath 
fru'd thee; thy Faith hath made thee whole : Be it 
un thee according to thy Faith, And *tis on this 
Account that the Apoſtles have ſpoken ſuch ex- 
cellent Things of Faith; how through it the Fa- 
thers knew they were righteous, walt d with God, 
had the Teſtimony that they pleas'd him, wrought their 
' Righteouſneſs, were bleſſd and juſtified, and had 
Peace with God; and eſpecially in the 11th Chap. 
of the Hebrews, after the Scripture had obſerved 


how all the Prophets and noble Champions of row 


who ſaw atar off the Promiſes, and believed 
died in Faith, it is ſaid; wherefore, God was not 
aſham'd to be called their God, but l 
them a City. And in all St. Paul's Epiſtles, 
eſpecially to the Romans, Galatians, and Epheſiam, 
he ſets th, that we are juſtified and made righ- 
teous only by Faith in Chriſt; that our Faith, as 
Abraham's, is imputed to us for Righteonſneſs';, and 
that tis not our good Deeds, ftrift Life, or ob- 
ſerving 


— . — 


Peace of Heart, nor any 
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ſerving the Law, will make one juſt before God, 
but Faith in the dying and crucified Lamb; and it 
is a manifeſt Error, and dangerous, when People 
have ſuppos'd to get to Heaven any other Way; or, 
in Oppoſition to the Faith, aſſert we muſt be juſti- 
fied and ſav'd by our Works: Of fuch People 
there are two Sorts, ſome who make nothing of 
Faith, but place all in the moral and obedient Life 
of Man, and theſe are a Sort of poliſh'd Heathen, 
a refin'd Company of Atheiſts, who can ſooner 
venture upon their Works, than upon the Blood 
of the Son of God, and who hope to get in by 
ſome other Way than by him. No! they never 


hall, he has ſworn, and will rot repent: To me 


ſhall every Knee bow. And, that God, whoſe dying 
and Redemption they deſpiſe, and make light of, 
ſhall eſteem them Thieves and Robbers in the Pre- 
ſence of all the Angels, becauſe they enter'd not in 
by the Door Chriſt, but ſought to climb up ſome 
other Way. They may do what they will, and 
build as well as they pleaſe, and glory in their Du- 
ties, their Charity, and moral Life, it is all filth 
Rags, it ſhall fall, and great ſhall be the Fall of it, 
becauſe it is built upon Sand. 
But there is another Sort of Men, who have a 
Notion of their doing part, and Chriſt the reſt; 
that is, they will be the Foundation, and Chriſt 
hall be the Top-ſtone; they the firſt, and he the 
laſt. They will take his Righteouſneſs, the Piece 
of new Cloth, to mend their old Raiment: Theſe 
are ſuch, who B they have not true 
rtainty that they ſhall 
be ſav d, imagine not that the Fault is in their be- 
ing Unbelievers, but they think they muſt doa great 
deal, and ſo add and join together their Works 
and Faith, and ſo make up their W 
an 


1 

and ſo fly to St. James's Epiſtle, and reaſon, Can 
Faith ſave a Man? Is not our Faith miide geen 
by Mortis? Was not Abraham himſelf juſtified b 
Works, and Rahab I anſwer, The Faith St. 

ames ſpeaks of, all who are called Chriſtians have, 
ut it will not ſave them, 'tis a dead Faith, ſuch 
as Devils have, who believe there is one God and 
tremble, but are not better for all their Belief; 
ſo it is St. James ſets at nought ſuch a Believing, 
and bids us to ſhew it by our Works; and when- 
ever I ſee Men living finful Lives, and yet pra- 
ting of Faith, I would ſay, ſhew it by your Fruits; 
and know that, as yet, you have neither Part nor 
Lot in the Matter. Where true Faith is, there is 
a holy Life'; there are, indeed, the Fruits and 
good orks which adorn the Goſpel of God our 
aviour, and ſhew to the World that we are juft 
and faithful Men; and this is what St. James 
means, when he ſays, Abraham was juſtified by 
Works, when he offered up his Son Iſaac upon the 
Altar That is, then he was juſtified in the Sight 
of his whole Houſe, and in the Sight of his Ser- 
vants, when he ſpared not his only Child, but 
offer d him up when God call'd him to do ſo. 
But who can forget how many Years before this 
it was, that Abraham believed God, and his Faith 
was accounted to him for Righteouſneſs? Even be- 
fore Iſaac was born, or himſelf circumciſed, and 
be received Circumciſion, as a Seal of the Righte- 
ouſneſs, which he had by Faith, being yet uncir- 
cumci But the true Matter is this, before God 
nothing avails but Jeſus Chriſt and Faith in his 
Blood; and whoſoever believeth, his Faith ſball be 
reckoned to him for Righteouſneſs ; and the Obe- 
dience, and Good Works, and Life and Suffer- 
ing of Jeſus, with all his _— are thereby ws 
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and we know it, and ſtand before God therein 

rfect and juſt; and this, and this only is our 

edding-Garment, our White Robe, our clean 
Linen: But before Men, Faith alone don't juſti- 
fy, for there our Good Works muſt ſhine, that they 
may ſee them, and glorify our Father which is in Hea- 
ven. And, as I ſaid before, tis Nonſenſe to boaſt 
of Faith when one is a Slave of Sin, a Breaker of 
the Law, a Lover of the Warld, an unclean Per- 
ſon, ſuch know not what Faith is; for Faith purt- 
fies the Heart: by Faith we are ſaved from Sin, 
we overcome the World by Faith ; and this Faith is 
not of ourſelves, it is the Gift of Ged: It is not 
natural, *tis from above, and is the greateſt Bleſ- 
ſing a true Chriſtian has in the World, for hereby 
he ſees Jeſus; has Peace thro” the ſhedding of his 
Blood ; is perſuaded of Salvation, and feels and 
is confident he has eternal Life; ſo that he can ſay 
to the Honour of our only Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 7 
live, and yet wot I, but Chriſt lives in me; and the Life 
which 1 now live, I live by the Faith of the Son of 
God, who loved me, and gave himſelf for me. And 
whereas another doubts if Jeſus be the Lord, he 
believes in him: Another doubts if Jeſus loves 
him, he believes it, and rejoices with Joy un- 
ſpeakable and full of Glory: Another doubts if 
Faith alone juſtifies before God, he believes it, 
and is juſtified and ſaved already: Another doubts 
and queſtions, if one can know Jeſus before 
Death, he believes and knows him to be with 
him, and in him, and his Body is now his Temple. 
Another has Scruples about his eternal Eſtate, he 
believes, I am waſhed, I am juſtified, I ſhall be 
with him for ever, I am ſealed to the Day of Re- 
demption : Whether I live, I live to the Lord, or. 


whether 1 die, I die to the Lord; whether I live or die, 
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I am the Lord's. In ſhort, as David and St. Paul 
ſay, 1 have believed, and therefore have I ſpoken; fo 
a Believer ſpeaks, becauſe he believes, and is not 
afraid: But others, who have not Faith, whom 
2 calls the Fearful and Unbelievers, are afraid to 
peak, and continue in Doubt and Fear; orif 
they are not ſincere, they ſcruple not to brand the 
true Faith with all opprobrious Names, and call 
it Blaſphemy, Preſumption, and all that is bad : 
But let ſuch know, a Time ſhall come when they 
ſhall rue ſuch Behaviour, and feel the Want 
of the Faith they have deſpiſed; for who can 
eſcape? Who enters Eternity, or leaves the World 
chearfully, but he who belieueth that Jeſus is his Lord 
Ged and Saviour, and whoſe Blood has waſhed away 
all his Sins? You ſee then how neceſſary it is to 
try your own Hearts, and examine yourſelves, if you 
are in the Faith : Do this, then, in the Freſence of 
that Son of Man, whoſe Eyes are like a Flame of 
Fire, and let _ Hearts be lifred up to bim, till 
you can joyfully, and without Fear, ſay, I belive 
thou art my Lord and my God; thou haſi caſt all my 
Sins behind thy back ; thou haſt loved me and died for 
me : So ſhalt thou go thy Way rejoicing, and live 
and die in Faith, and be happy and bleſſed here and 
hereafter. Amen. 
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An HYMN. 


OW * He, who firm depends 
On Chri/t, nor doubting taints ? 
ut earneſi for that Faith contends 
Deliver d to the Saints. 


2 Whoſe faithful Spirit feels within, 
His everlaſting Love. 
Whom he believes, tho' now unſeen 
Unleſs by thoſe above. 


3 No meſs in Darkneſs left to grope, 
Faith inlight'ned now, 
His 1 enjoys the Living Hope, 
And foretattes Heav'n below. 


4 His Name he knows is now enroll'd 
Among that choſen Train 
Who, highly favour'd,' Him behold, 
Who once for them was lain. 


5 O Holy Ghoſt, whoſe Office tis, 
TLDo hat Faith to me impart: 
That Earneſt of eternal Bliſs, 

That Wing in my H 


6 pie, me with that Confidence 

„and his Death, 

Ther * I may go from hence, 
To th' Author of my Faith, 
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